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Partisans on both sides of charismatic issues are challenged by the even-handed consideration of

nuances in the Greek text in these three crucial chapters.
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I do not always agree with D.A. Carson (although I mostly do), but I always admire and appreciate

him. He is a true scholar who tempers his great mind with a heart for God.Dr. Carson has written a

masterpiece! This volume is an intelligent and definitive grappling with a passage that focuses upon

spiritual gifts: I Corinthians 12-14.He devastates the non-charismatic viewpoint that claims the Bible

teaches that tongues would end of themselves upon the completion of the New Testament canon or

at the end of the apostolic age. He fortifies (unintentionally) the view of non-charismatics who say,

"God can give the gift of tongues today. But we do not see the real thing, so He must not be doing

that right now." Although he strains to conclude otherwise, this is where his evidence could easily

lead. His actual conclusion is that the gift of tongues is being given today, but not meant for all and

not intended to be the believer's focus.Carson likewise corrects common charismatic abuses by

proving the following: (1) every true believer has been baptized in the Spirit, (2) there is no one gift

possessed by every believer, but we should seek prophecy over tongues, (3) it is not God's will for

all believers to be healed, but God can and does heal miraculously as He pleases.Carson's

exegesis is reasonable, respectful, well-informed, scholarly to the nth degree, clearly delineated and

thoroughly documented. Although he addresses the entire text, he particularly focuses upon two of

the most controversial spiritual gifts: tongues and prophecy. His views regarding prophecy are about



the same as Wayne Grudem's: New Testament prophets do not bear the authority of Old Testament

prophets (rather, New Testament authority is vested in the Apostles).
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